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Introduction:

· This epistle is one of 5 books in the holy bible contain only one chapter, which are: Obadiah, the 2nd and the 3rd epistles of St John, the epistle of Jude and this epistle to Philemon. 

· It is one of 4 written by St Paul to one of his disciples: 2 epistles to Timothy (the bishop of Ephesus), 1 to Titus (the bishop of Crete), and this one to Philemon, who became the bishop of Colosse.

· It is also one of 4 was written by St Paul on 63A.D from his first jail in Rome, which are: Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon. These epistles called “the epistles of Captive”. And we can notice this fact from the epistle itself (verses 1, 9 and 13).

· Apphia was Philemon’s wife. Archippus was his son, who was the bishop of Laodicea (Col 4:17, Rev 3:14).
· Onesimus, who was from Colosse (Col 4:9), became the bishop of Berea in Macedonia. His name means “Useful or Beneficial”. The church celebrates his martyrdom on 21st of Amshir / 1st of March. St Paul dictated him this epistle and a part of the epistle to the Colossians.
The Epistle:

· The story is that Onesimus was a slave to Philemon. But he stole him and ran away to Rome (Verse 18). He met St. Paul the apostle during his first jail, he believed in Christ through him and was baptized (verse 10). But for repentance to be complete, we have to fix our mistakes as much as we can as possible, so, St. Paul dictated Onesimus this powerful letter and sent him back with it to Philemon to fix his sinful past and start a new life in Christ.
· This story is similar to the story of Jacob and his twin brother Esau. Esau, who was delivered first, sold his birthright to Jacob (Gen25:29-34). Then Jacob received their father Isaac’s blessing (Gen27) and ran away from his brother. After more than 20 years they met again, Esau forgave Jacob because of Jacob’s gifts and humility (Gen33).

· Phil 1:2 ( “the church in your house” what does that mean? It means 2 things: the 1st is the actual church because in the first age of Christianity, they used to use the believers homes as churches. And the 2nd thing is the alter of the family’s prayers.
· Phil 1:4&22 ( “making mention of you always in my prayers”. “I trust that through your prayers I shall be granted to you”. We should pray for each other. These proof the intercession of the saints.

· Phil 1:7( “the hearts of the saints have been refreshed by you”. Philemon used to bury the dead of the poor people, like Tobit the holy man of the Old Testament.  “He fed the hungry, and gave clothes to the naked, and was careful to bury the dead, and they that were slain” (Tobit 1:20).
· Phil 1:10&19 ( Philemon and Onesimus knew Christ from St Paul.

· Epaphras ( he was a righteous man, a man of prayers, from Colosse, and he was the first one to carry the faith to his own city. He preached with St Paul his spiritual father, and served him during his first jail.

· Aristarchus ( He was a disciple of St Paul from Thessalonica in Macedonia. He served with him in some of his trips. His name means “the best ruler”.

·   Demas ( was one of St Paul’s disciples, who left him later on. 
· What do we learn from this epistle for our life? There are too many lessons such as; accepting others and Forgiveness. Not to give up hope in repentance. The eyes of St Paul saw Onesimus in his repentance not in his sin, do our eyes can see the same or we still judge people on their sins even after repentance.
Related verses: 
· Phil 1:2( Rom 16:5 ( 1Cor 16:19

· Phil 1:2 ( Col 4:17 ( Rev 3:14 (Archippus)
· Phil 1:7( Tobit 1:20.
· Phil 1:10 ( Col 4:9 (Onesimus)
· Phil 1:23 ( Col 1:7 ( Col 1:23 (Epaphras). 
· Phil 1 :24 ( Acts 12 :12,25 (Acts 13 :13 (  Acts 15 :37,39 ( Rom 16 :71 ( Col 4: 10 ( 2Tim 4:11 ( 1Pet 5:13 (Mark).  

· Phil 1:24 ( Acts 19: 29 ( Acts 20:4 ( Acts 27:2 ( Col 4:10 (Aristarchus).
· Phil 1:24 ( Col 4:14 ( 2Tim 4:10 (Demas).  
· Phil 1 :24 (  Col 4:14 ( 2Tim 4:11 (Luke). 
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