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1. The Primeval History: (5500 B.C – 2100 B.C)

The history of creation, fall by sin, renewing the earth through the flood.

2. Patriarchal History: (2100 B.C – 1900 B.C)

Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph, are the first 4 patriarchs of the faith, and the beginning of the nation of Israel.

3. The age of the Law: (1500 B.C)
Moses the father of the prophets, led the Israelites out of Egypt, and built for them the Tabernacle, and then they inherited the Promised Land under Joshua’s leadership.
4. The age of the Judges: (1400 B.C – 1000 B.C)

It is the period which runs from the death of Joshua to Samuel the prophet and the last judge.


5. The age of the Kings (the Kingdom of Israel): (1000 B.C)
Saul was the first king, followed by David the prophet and the most famous king in the history of Israel; then Solomon the Wise his son, who built the first Temple for them in Jerusalem approximately 960 B.C.
6. The Kingdom divided into two: (930 B.C)
The kingdom of Judah or Judea (south) has only 2 tribes; Judah (the kings’ tribe) and Levi (the priests’ tribe). Jerusalem is the capital city. Most of its kings were evil and worshiped idols.  Only a few kings followed the way of God.
The kingdom of Israel or Ephraim (north) has the rest of the tribes. Samaria is the capital city. All its kings were wicked and idols worshippers. Jeroboam built 2 temples for the idols and separated all the northern kingdom from God and the holy temple in Jerusalem.
7. The Captivity:  (588B.C – 516 B.C)
Because of the wickedness of the people and kings of Israel, God sent them to captivity to Babylon in two groups. They spent 72 years there and then came back in two groups as well, but not everyone came back, some decided to stay where they were.
During that time two things happened.  Firstly, they lost the Ark of the Covenant, forever. The second thing is that the Jews were scattered everywhere in the known world at that time (James 1:1). They started to build synagogues everywhere; and they helped Christianity in one way or another to spread at its very first steps.  Obadiah the prophet lived at that time. 

8. The age of the Prophets: (900 B.C – 400 B.C)
God sent His people a lot of prophets in order to get them back from their sinful ways, before, during and after the time of captivity. Malachi, who lived approximately 400 years before Christ, was the last prophet before St. John the Baptist.

9. The age of the Mechabites: (167 B.C – 63 B.C)

After they came back from captivity in Babylon, their spiritual level had improved.  They had no kings but they were ruled by the high priests. Later on they were occupied by the Greek Empire (from 300 B.C approximately till 167 B.C), when Judah the Mechabite led the people in a revolution against the Greeks. He succeeded and released his people and his country. There are two books in the Old Testament written to describe the time of the Mechabites.

In 63 B.C they were occupied by the Roman Empire, until 70 A.D when Jerusalem and its temple were completely destroyed, forever!
· 2000 B.C (  Abraham



1500 B.C ( Moses

· 1000 B.C ( David 




500 B.C ( the captivity.
The three great personalities in the Jewish religion: 

· Abraham ( the father of fathers.

· Moses ( the greatest prophet who gave them the law.

· David ( the greatest king.
The three great values in the Jewish religion:

· The temple.
· Circumcision.

· The Sabbath.
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The Book of Obadiah the prophet:

· It is the smallest book in the Old Testament, as it contains only one chapter.  It is the 31st book, after the book of Amos and before the book of Jonah.

· Obadiah lived in the time of captivity and was taken with the people of Israel to Babylon.  He prophesied in the time of Jeremiah, Daniel, Nahum, and Zephaniah the prophets, at the time of Josiah, Jehoahaz, and Jehoiakim the kings.
· Obadiah (a Hebrew name) = the servant of God/ Jehovah = abd-Alla. 

· Some said that he is one of the overseers of the workmen in the house of the Lord, in the time of Josiah the good king of Judah (2Chr 34:12).  He is not Obadiah the servant of Ahab the king of Judah, who saved 100 men of the Lord’s prophets from death, who lived at the time of Elijah the prophet (1Kin 18:3). There is a 250 years gap between Elijah and captivity approximately.

· Psalm 137 and the book of Obadiah describe to us what happened during the time of captivity. 

· It is written that “the mountains surround Jerusalem” (Ps 125:2). Between these mountains there were pathways, which the Jews were using to escape danger and their enemies. The sons of Edom, who are the sons of Esau, were neighbours and enemies to the sons of Israel, and they know very well all the pathways of the Jews.  At the time of captivity, when the army of Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babel came and surrounded Jerusalem, the sons of Edom told the enemies about all the pathways or crossroads of Jerusalem, and so very few numbers only could escape the danger.  As a result, most of the people either died or were taken into bitter captivity.
· Obadiah wrote this book to describe to us how the sons of Edom betrayed the sons of Israel. Also to say that God will never forget His people and will save them after their repentance; and will bring on Edom all their evil works.

· The sons of Edom were known as “the foxes” for their snaky thoughts. Herod the governor of Jerusalem, at the time of Jesus, was Edomite, and Jesus said about him “Go, tell that fox…” (Lk 13:32).

·  We find too many verses from Obadiah in Jeremiah 49.
· Obad 1:3 ( Ps 137: 9 ( The Rock was the name of the capital city of Edom.

· Obad 1: 9 ( “Teman” was a big city of Edom, well known because of its people’s wisdom and strength.

· The church celebrates the departure of Obadiah the prophet on 24th of January / 15th of Tobah.

· Lessons from this book:

1. God doesn’t forget His people; and takes revenge on their enemies.

2. Don’t rejoice when your enemy falls, and don’t let your heart be glad when he stumbles (Prov 24:17).
3. As you have done, it shall return upon your own head (Obad 1:15).

May God bless us all through the prayer and intercessions of Obadiah the righteous prophet. Amen.
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